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What Might be happening in Israel

 Increasing number of cases 
relating to B.1.1.7

 Mass gatherings of the ultra-
orthodox Haredi – 11% of 
population but 40% of cases

 Younger unvaccinated are getting 
COVID

 Vaccine hesitancy 
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Israel bar offers free drinks with COVID-19 vaccine jabs
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What’s Happening in the USA
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Variants
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Variant!

Good News 
 Virus seasonality 

maybe playing a 
positive role

 Vaccine roll out 
increasing pace

 Social controls
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Bad News 
 Loosening restrictions
 Vaccine time to roll out 

& hesitancy
 Too early to tell - Surge 

still coming?
 Other variants



Variants

 Imported variants
 B.1.1.7, P.1, B.1.351

 US variants
 7 identified
 B.1.526 NYC
 B.1.427/B.1.429 CA
 Oregon – similar to 

B.1.1.7
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Variants
 While multiple variants there are some 

common mutations which seem to help 
the virus
 N501Y 
 E484K

 It may be there are only so many options 
that work for the virus

 Over time mutations tend to make viruses 
less deadly e.g., OC43 a coronavirus that 
causes the common cold may have caused 
the 1889 Russian Flu which killed 1+M
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Ending the Pandemic
 Vaccines are effective ……. but:

 Need to vaccinate all groups at a high percentage
 Need to address vaccine hesitancy

 Until community levels very low need:
 Masks, physical distancing
 Social and travel restrictions
 Compliance with the above
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Vulnerable Communities
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COVID-19 COMMUNITY VULNERABILITY INDEX
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Breaking News

 The new CDC guidance says fully vaccinated people can:
 Visit other vaccinated people indoors without masks or physical distancing
 Visit indoors with unvaccinated people from a single household without masks or physical distancing, if the 

unvaccinated people are at low risk for severe disease.
 Skip quarantine and testing if exposed to someone who has Covid-19 but are asymptomatic, but should monitor for 

symptoms for 14 days

 However, people who are fully vaccinated still need to take precautions in many scenarios. 
The guidelines say fully vaccinated people must:
 Wear a mask and keep good physical distance around the unvaccinated who are at increased risk for severe Covid-19, 

or if the unvaccinated person has a household member who is at higher risk
 Wear masks and physically distance when visiting unvaccinated people who are from multiple households.

 In addition, fully vaccinated people should continue basic safety precautions, including: 
 Wearing a mask that fits well and keeping physical distance in public; avoiding medium- and large-sized crowds; 

avoiding poorly ventilated public spaces; washing hands frequently; and getting tested for Covid-19 if they feel sick.

14



15

Download 
NEBGH’s 
newest guide!
www.nebgh.org
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Questions
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