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Chie f He alth Office r

Dr. Fa t im a Cody St anford
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Expe rie nce
Director of Diversity
Nutrit ion Obe s ity Re se arch Ce nte r

Dire ctor of Ant i-Racism
Init ia t ive s  and Dire ctor of Equity

Minority Affa irs  Se ct ion Chair

Life s tyle  and Cardiome tabolic
He alth Me mbe r and Bos ton Board Me mbe r

(20 0 5 ) AMA Le ade rship Award (20 0 9 ) AMA P aul Ambrose  Award (20 13 ) ACP  Jose ph E. Johnson Le ade rship Award (20 15 ) AMA Inspira t ional P hys ician Award

(20 15 ) ACP  Young Le ade rship Award (20 17) HMS Amos  Dive rs ity Award (20 17) MMS Award for Wome n’s  He alth (20 19 ) Suffolk Community Clinician of the  Ye ar

(20 19 ) Re ducing He alth Disparit ie s  Award (20 20 ) “Fat ima Cody Stanford is  a  t ra ilblaze r for e quity in me dicine ” Bos ton 25  Ne ws (20 21) AMA P ride  of the  P rofe s s ion Award

Awards  and Re cognit ion

Dr. St anford on MSNBC dis cus s ing  COVID-19
im pact  on black am e ricans

Dr. St anford was  re ce nt ly publis he d in
the  Ne w England Journal of Me dicine
on vaccine  dis t rus t

Beyond Tuskegee -
Vaccine Distrust
and Everyday Racism
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Chrom a He alth will t rans form  the  way unde rs e rve d groups  e ngage  with t he  
he alt hcare  s ys t e m  to acce s s  cultura lly com pe te nt  care . 

Chrom a will addre s s  he alt h dis parit ie s , init ia lly working  with e m ploye rs , t o  
im prove  acce s s  t o  high-qualit y, cult ura lly-com pe te nt  he alt hcare  s e rvice s  by 
providing  e ngage m e nt  t ools , navigat ion as s is t ance  and e ducat ional m ate ria ls  
t o  e m powe r e m ploye e s  t o  obt a in t he  care  t he y de s e rve .



The  im pact  of COVID on the  BIP OC com m unity
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The  pande m ic has  t ake n a  dis proport ionat e
toll on t he  BIP OC com m unity
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COVID-19 ’s  de vas t a t ing  im pact  on African Am e ricans
African American share of state/city populations and COVID -19
de aths  (as  of Apr 0 6 , 20 20 )

The  pande m ic’s  racia l dis parit y
COVID-19 de aths  pe r 10 0 ,0 0 0  pe ople  in the  U.S. by race  or e thnicity
(as  of July 3 0 , 20 20 )



Hos pit a liza t ion ra t e s  for BIP OC have  be e n
5 x gre a t e r t han ra t e s  for non-His panic  Whit e  counte rpart s
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Age -adjus t e d  COVID-19  as socia t e d  hos pit a liza t ion ra t e s  by race  and e thnicit y

COVID-NET, March 1-July 18 , 20 20

cdc.gov/coronavirus



Confirm e d COVID cas e s  and de a ths  in U.S.
corre ct ional and de t e nt ion facilit ie s  by s t a t e

7Source: https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/99176

1,20 5
Affe cte d Facilit ie s

4 20 ,79 3
Total Case s

3 4 2 ,6 22
Total Re s ide nt  Case s

78 ,171
Total Staff Case s

2 ,127
Total De aths

2 ,0 0 7
Total Re s ide nt  De aths

120
Total Staff De aths

Jurisdiction Cases Deaths Facilities
California* 74,995 203 78

Te xas 40,713 268 119

Michigan 26,856 133 41

Florida* 24,201 213 12

Illinois 16,877 13 42

Ne w York* 16,028 73 55

P e nns ylvania* 15,407 90 38

Arizona* 14,788 53 21

Wis cons in 12,932 0 42

Ohio 12,114 146 30

Arkans as * 10,277 1 2

Colorado 9,335 26 25

North Carolina 9,275 67 57

Virginia 8,750 52 41

Te nne s s e e 8,221 40 22

Ke ntucky 8,177 60 19

Kans as 7,252 18 11

3 1-Mar-20
Re porte d data  from

15 -Jan-21
Data  Through

Las t  update d Jan. 17, 20 21



COVID-19  is  e xace rba t ing
the  dis parit ie s  in life  
e xpe ct ancie s  for t he
Black and Lat inx 
popula t ions
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Source: Theresa Andrasfay, and Noreen Goldman PNAS 2021;118:5:e2014746118

Change  in life  e xpe ctancy unde r COVID
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Black s hare  of t he  ge ne ra l popula t ion vs  t he  vaccina t e d popula t ion

Drive n by both t rus t  and acce s s  is s ue s , t he  vaccine  
rollout  has  a ls o s e e n s ignificant  d is parit ie s

To-date, the Black 
share of the 
vaccinated 
population is lower 
than the Black 
general population in 
every state



Dis parit ie s , Obe s ity,
and COVID-19
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Economic Status

Unde rlying He alth Condit ions

House hold Crowding
P athophys iologic  Diffe re nce s
in Inflam m at ion



11P rivile ge d & Confide nt ia l 
Conte nt

Myths Ve rdict
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De bunking  m yths  of COVID-19

Young pe ople  can’t  ge t  t he  virus

I'm  he althy, s o I don’t  ne e d to
P ract ice  s ocia l dis t ancing

The  virus  cannot  s urvive  t he  warm  we athe r

If I have  had the  COVID-19  virus
and am  now re cove re d, I am  im m une

Fals e

Fals e

Fals e

P robably Fals e
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1
We  m us t  ke e p 
e quity a t  t he  
fore front  t hrough 
act ivis m

2
Mainta in s ocia l 
conne ct ions  while  
phys ica l d is t ancing  
to  a lle via t e  t he
pande m ic’s  im pact

3
He alth care , public  
he a lth and s ocia l 
s e rvice s  m us t  work 
toge the r t o  ove rcom e  
the  racia l ine quit ie s  
t ha t  COVID-19  has  
int e ns ifie d

Ne xt  s t e ps  for he a lth e quity in a  pos t -COVID world
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Questions
Upcoming NEBGH virtual events:
• Mar. 24: Women, Wellbeing and Innovation: Meet the CEOs!
• Mar. 30: Bicoastal Benefits Leaders’ Coffee Talks feat. Twitter’s Kathleen 

Rosenbaum
• Apr. 12: NEBGH Medical Director’s Weekly Update w/ Harvard 

Epidemiologist Dr. Michael Mina
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