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Delta Plus

● Delta variant - B.1.617.2 
○ 60% more transmissible than Alpha
○ Alpha 40% more transmissible than original

● Delta Plus - B.1.617.2 variant plus AY.1 -
B.1.617.2.1
○ Addition of mutation K417N
○ K417N also seen in Beta (B1.351) variant
○ Exhibits several worrying traits such as increased 

transmissibility, stronger binding to receptors of 
lung cells, and a potential reduction in antibody 
response.

○ Impact on vaccines unknown
○ The Delta Plus variant has been found in the 

Nepal, US, UK, India, Portugal, Switzerland, 
Japan, Poland, China and Russia
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Delta variant still the variant of concern
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Why the Delta Variant is so Concerning
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5https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/fil
e/994997/Variants_of_Concern_VOC_Technical_Briefing_16.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/994997/Variants_of_Concern_VOC_Technical_Briefing_16.pdf
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/go
vernment/uploads/system/uploads/attachm
ent_data/file/994997/Variants_of_Concern
_VOC_Technical_Briefing_16.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/994997/Variants_of_Concern_VOC_Technical_Briefing_16.pdf


UK Data
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/go
vernment/uploads/system/uploads/attachm
ent_data/file/994997/Variants_of_Concern
_VOC_Technical_Briefing_16.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/994997/Variants_of_Concern_VOC_Technical_Briefing_16.pdf
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Children and Delta

Back to school:
● Parents should be vaccinated
● Teachers and staff should be vaccinated 
● Pupils 12+ should be vaccinated
● Don’t worry too much about the under 12’s

○ Mostly mild illness
○ Biggest risk is transmission to unvaccinated adults

Camps:
● Many activities outdoors
● Camp staff recommended to get vaccinated
● If everyone fully vaccinated – no masks, no physical distancing
● If some not vaccinated – masks for unvaccinated indoors, physical distancing if 

unmasked while eating

11







Island Nations - Exit Strategy?
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Vaccines effective against Delta and other 
Variants

mRNA vaccines may provide longer term 
immunity
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Questions
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